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I~ Aid Strings
O Keep Cuba

3

Tled toSoviet ;

. By DON BOHNING
Of The Miami Herald

Miami — Premier Fidel Cas-
; tro has placed Ciba more firm.
‘ly than ever in the camp of
| Moscow- ster communism on in-
¢ ternational issues,
© 1t was the price of continued
{Russian economic support and '
fncreased technical assistance, .
. The stepped-up Soviet polltlc-
al influence over the island’s:
affairs is reflected in key per.

.'('i

- sonnel changeg in Havana, par-

ticularly the Mterior Ministry,"
which directs Cuba’s _intelli-:
gence and security operahons.

Here, also, rests control of!
Cuba’s’ subversive activities in:
he hemisphere, “a source of
conflict in recent years be-
tween the violence-oriented
Castro formula and the Rus-|
sians, whg publicly espouse the!
more- tradmonal paths to poOW-:
er.

So, too, has the increasing
Soviet role in Cuba created dis-;
sonsirms amon~ the various
'groups * of  the government

hierarchy and a scramble lor,

ascendancy.
These are the: concluslons of

des was replaced as interior
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‘unsurge in the number of tech

. ‘piclang arriving this year. |

Other events also tend to bear

“i-out Castro Hidalgo's report.

Varlous Indications
A

. provement in Moscow-Havana; Sum

relations hag been publicly ap-
arent since Premler Castro, in
a speech a year ago, endorsed 2
the Soviet infervention in
Czechoslovakla as a necessary

Other indicators of the, im,
proved relations have been:

—Establishment in April of a
Cuba-Soviet. Friendship As-
gociation in Havana., :

—Relative ease with which a
new Cuba-Soviet trade and long-
term credit agreement was
reached this year. '

- &-A warm exchange of plat.
ftudes on Jan, 2 at observances
markmg the 10th ~anniversary
of Castro’s takeover in Cuba.

, —The recent visit by Soviet
warships to'Havana. '

New Interior. Minister
“"In Qctober, 1968, Ramiro Val-

!

minister, a post he had held
since Castro came to power in
- 1959,

It was Valdes, in charge of
pohce who had prosecuted.the
pro-Soviet faction headed by

There has heen a suhqtantiuljﬁunbmt Diplomacy

 observer delegation to the world} -
Communist Party Congress-inj.°
Moscow in early: June and ‘te-|. . -

Hrst:, wo:q of .
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‘Analysts now belleve that the
lvisit to Havana by seven Sov-
'jet warships last month was
pnmanly‘ an exercise in gun-
boat dxplomacy,

Castro.
He first learned of it from
Carlos Rafe¢l Rodriguez, an old
uard Communist cabinet min-
ister without portfolio who has
emerged as a top spokesman on
international affairs.
Rodriguez headed the Cuban

turned with the

reportediy|
clearly discernible »im:.scheduled * without even  con-

the. blanhed vlsit. Y

-old guard Communist, Anibal’
Escalante, in January, 1968, a
period when Russian-Cuban - res
lations were at Jow ebb,

It was about this time, ‘also,
that the Soviets appaténtly be-

Cuba-watchers based on de.: &an to put the squeeze on Cas-

velopment the pas tro to-change his ways if he
D lpm r'n ssover past year., - wanted their continued support.

elector’s Story ‘.. ." In December, 1968, reliable
" They were reinforced wlth re- gources report, Cuban Intelli-

cent disclosures attributed to a' gence chiefs from around the|"

Cuban defector, Otlando Castra. world were summoned to Hav-
Hidalgo, appearing in the Chris- ana where they were briefed on
. . tian Science Monitor. the new  arrangements. They'

. Castro Hidalgo, a former em-\ were ordered to collect- infor..
p]o’T’dT'l'ﬂE‘ty *Uhan intelligence \mation for th=, Soviets, e

service (DGI)' who defected:| They were told to collect in-
- from the .Cuban . embassy in /formation for the Soviet Union||
Paris last spring, is now in the/ and not to engage in subversive;
"United States under protective/ activities In  Latin - America:

custody. without the support of the localj
. He has told ' interrogators pro-Soviet Communist parties.
thrt the Castro' government, Eight Soviet advisers weré at-

‘signed a pact with the Soviets|' tached to DGI headquarters in
'in 1968 agrecing to mute its] Havana to
eriticism of Moscow-line Com-| Cubans carried out; thelr purt
‘munist Parties In Latin Amer-; of the dea e
ica, to put its intelligence net-" S
work at the service of the Rus-
sians and to-adhere to the Sov-
iet international political. line,

In return, Moscow vvas to
continue its subsidy of .the -
- Cuban economy ~ esnmated ‘

upward of §1 million daily —

‘and to send 5,000 mining, agris

cultural, atomic' energy, fish-:

dng and mlllury tochnlclanl 1o
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